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Beyond Fordlândia, which premiered in Belém, in August, after being shown in Manaus, 
is one of the most important documentaries on the Amazon ever made. Incredibly, this is 
the first work of this type from Marcos Colón, an American born to a Brazilian mother. 
Marcos is a teacher in the Spanish and Portuguese Department and an associate of the 
post-graduation program of the Culture, History and Environment Center of the Nelson 
Institute of Environmental Studies of Madison University, in the United States, where he 
lives. The feature-length documentary, is part of Marcos' doctorate research, which 
analyzes environmental issues through literature, but without a romanticized vision. 
 
The film is beautiful, dense and profound in the shooting of the scenes, location selection, 
the interviews that were carried out and, above all, for developing a theory on the 
adventures of Henry Ford in the Tapajós valley, between 1927 and 1945, and what it 
means for the Amazon until today.  
 
Marcos shows that during the attempt to produce his own rubber, completely integrating 
the activities of his automobile manufacture, Ford had a parallel complementary and, 
perhaps, even more relevant objective than creating an immense plantation of rubber trees 
in the place from which they left for the world market, with the seeds that the English had 
collected and transported to Asia, finishing with the monopoly, the hegemony and even 
the relevance of the Amazon in the rubber market. 
 
Ford had his eye on soy, as a product of greater amplitude than rubber. Way ahead of his 
time, he ended up never consummating this project, which is now being irrationally and 
destructively implanted in Tapajós, half a century later. 
 
This documentary should be shown in schools, universities and everywhere possible to 
show a lesson in searching for the connection between the past, present and future of the 
Amazonian connection to the world – unfortunately, always under conditions adverse to 
the region. 
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